Changes in the Food Habits as a Potential Cause of Modification 
in the Occlusion of the Waraos, Venezuelan Natives

ABSTRACT

Objective: The aim of this study was to evaluate the relationship between changes in the alimentary patterns and the presence of malocclusion in a population of waraos aborigines. 

Methods: We evaluated fifty-two aborigines between 4 and 12 years old, situated in the northeastern zone of Venezuela. Population evaluated belongs to two types: rural and jungle. Rural population was, in turn, divided in two communities: rural community “María López” (population A) and rural community “San Antonio” (population B), represented by 16 and 20 children, respectively. Jungle population belongs to “Barrancos” community (population C) and was represented by 16 children. Angle’s classification was used for the oral clinical evaluation of the natives. This classification separates the occlusive pattern in three groups: 1) Distal Occlusions, 2) Mesial Occlusions and 3) Normal Occlusions.

Results: The three groups evaluated were very different in their alimentary patterns. The percentage of normal occlusion in the Barrancos population was 81.25 %; this value was greater when compared to those of the populations A (María López) and B (San Antonio), 6.25% and 25 %; respectively. It was used comparison of the percentages of two independent samples to demonstrate the level of significance between the differences.  The comparison between the percentages of malocclusion in population C and A was 4.27; whereas the comparison between population C and B was 3.35. The level of statistic significance was set at 0.05.
Conclusion: This study found statistically significance differences between the presence of malocclusion in population C (jungle) and the rural populations A and B. The alimentary patterns are very different between population C and populations A and B. 
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